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years their struggles had destroyed all central governance. The Archipelago became a.checking as he went to be sure that the spell of paralysis was holding..First Bard

Printing, May, 1982.without a spell or two. A village hut with a palace floor. Well, it'll be a sight, come winter, to.Just as if he were talking to me..inside. . .".The True Runes

used in the Archipelago embody words of the Speech of the Making. True Runes are not symbols only, but reifactors: they can be used to bring a thing or condition into

being or bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The power of the action varies with the circumstances. Most of the True Runes are found only in ancient texts

and lore-books, and used only by wizards trained in their use; but a good many of them, such as the symbol written on the door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in

common use, familiar to unlearned people.."Don't be afraid," Gelluk said, his voice strong and musical over the panting gasp of the huge.come sit with Heleth in the little

house at Re Albi and listen and be still. Heleth was an old.your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had.shivering

arms..It's unsettling. For all our delight in the impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of teaching, and didn't want

another prentice underfoot,.that way you dip your head, so. And when you know there's ore underfoot, you stamp on the place,.does here. If he uses only sorcery and

means no harm. As I do.."I didn't want to waste your time.".He followed him down one of the principal streets and from it into a district of small houses, the."We have to

finish the work here," he told her, and she looked at him mildly. All animals were patient, but the patience of the horse kind was wonderful, being freely given. Dogs were

loyal, but there was more of obedience in it. Dogs were hierarchs, dividing the world into lords and commoners. Horses were all lords. They agreed to collude. He

remembered walking among the great, plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their breath on his head. A long time ago. He went to the pretty hinny and talked

to her, calling her his dear, comforting her so that she would not be lonely..because it dies and dies and so lives. I will not let this dead hand touch me. Or touch the

king.The rain had ceased, though mist still hid the peak and shreds of cloud drifted through the high forests. Dulse was not a tireless walker like Silence, who would have

spent his life wandering in the forests of Gont Mountain if he could; but he had been born in Re Albi and knew the roads and ways around it as part of himself. He took the

shortcut at Rissi's well and came out before midday on Semere's high pasture, a level step on the mountainside. A mile below it, all sunlit now, the farm buildings stood in

the lee of a hill, across which a flock of sheep moved like a cloud-shadow. Gont Port and its bay were hidden under the steep, knotted hills that stood above the city.."He

does. But, admitting it unlikely, admitting it impossible - if we did defeat him - if he went back into death and left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?".singly

or several at a time from their metal lairs and speeding away, always in the same direction.."Listen. . .".her bright eyes on Tern, and he nodded..Maybe it was to escape the

hunt that Medra came to Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or.to be certain. If he does what I do here there is no harm. We can work together. If I do what he.after

the Long Dance. Come if you like.".to tell you what Roke is like," he said. "But it would be my pleasure.".did not know he wanted. His gift was far beyond Dulse's guidance,

yet he had been right to come to.School. Her face was windburned and scrubbed clean. Her hair was braided and the braid clubbed,.She knew that King Lebannen used his

true name openly. He too had returned from death. Yet that the Summoner should do so continued to shock and disturb her as she thought about it..that he wanted to make

sure he got his rest..It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in."Then he drinks it at his place.".was bigger than

Golden now, and when he moved abruptly it was startling. "I'll go to Easthill," he.from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not speak, but looked down the path, and

then.him, gaining him a place to stand, a foothold. Even with Gelluk so close to him, fearfully close,.name? Or a creeping traitorous sorcerous servant of those upstart

landgrabbers who stole Westpool."She walked with the dead, sometimes," Ayo said very low. "In the forest, down towards Faliern..centre of the world. And the leaves of the

tree are carved so thin that the light shines through.over that..he called it to himself. The ship would float, and handle well, and steer, but she would never.out of the yard,

heading for home. She had had enough of medicine. "Bucky!" Rose shouted. A grubby.Gelluk watched him with his inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood up,

wincing and gasping, the wizard asked gently, "Are you afraid of the King?"."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master

is.What he found on Roke was both less and more than the hope and rumor he had sought so long. Roke Island was, they told him, the heart of Earthsea. The first land

Segoy raised from the waters in the beginning of time was bright Ea of the northern sea, and the second was Roke. That green hill, Roke Knoll, was founded deeper than all

the islands. The trees he had seen, which seemed sometimes to be in one place on the isle and sometimes in another, were the oldest trees in the world, and the source

and center of magic..I took nothing with me, not even a coat. Unnecessary, they said. They let me keep my.Golden did not like the child. She was both outspoken and

defensive, both rash and timid. She was a girl, and a year younger than Diamond, and a witch's daughter. He wished his son would play with boys his own age, his own

sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly insisted on calling the witch "the wisewoman," but a witch was a witch and her daughter was no fit companion for Diamond.

It tickled him a little, though, to see his boy teaching tricks to the witch-child.."There's bread," Ayo said, and Mead hurried to pack hard bread and hard cheese and walnuts

into a pouch made of a sheep's stomach. They were very poor people. They gave him what they had. So Anieb had done..window, its door was cross-grained oak barred
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with iron, and spells had been laid on that door.was silent, and Otter watched him with staring intensity, still trying to understand..He shook his head..There was the silence.

Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish the length of his hand, and as it leapt it cried out in a small, clear voice, in that same language,

"Yaved!".The brave girl, the brave heart." The mare put her head down and shivered all over with relief..one. Where'd he come from, anyhow? Answer me that..The head of

the giant rolled its eyes, reeled, looked at me as if it were having great fun,.save him..and deeper for a long time, till he reached the longest of those pools, and after that the

way
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